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Get a FREE
heartworm test
with purchase of
12 doses of any
heartworm
prevention!
PREVENTING HEARTWORM
INFECTIONS

WHAT IS HEARTWORM?
Heartworm is a preventable, but serious and
potentially fatal, parasite that primarily infects
dogs, cats, and ferrets.

HOW IS HEARTWORM TRANSMITTED?
Heartworms can only be transmitted from animal
to animal by mosquitoes.

HOW DO HEARTWORMS GROW?
It takes approximately 6 months for the worms to
turn into adults. Adult female worms can grow up
to 14 inches in length. The worms damage the
blood vessels and reduce the heart’s pumping
ability. If males and females are present, they will
produce microfilariae (baby worms), which can
be picked up by biting mosquitoes.

CLINICAL SIGNS OF HEARTWORM DISEASE
As the disease progresses, your pet may cough,
become lethargic, lose appetite, or have difficulty
breathing.

HOW IS HEARTWORM DISEASE TREATED?
Dogs: There is only one approved treatment for
adult heartworms. The treatment period also
involves strict rest and hospitalization.
Cats: The is no effective and safe treatment. The
goal is to reduce the inflammatory response.
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HAPPY HOOVES HIGHLIGHTS
WHAT IS A COGGINS TEST ANYWAY?
The Coggins test is a program directed by the USDA to detect Equine
Infectious Anemia (EIA). The disease was first reported in the U.S. in 1888. Since
then, there has not been an effective vaccine or treatment developed.
The Coggins test requires blood to be drawn from a horse by an accredited
veterinarian and submitted to a specific USDA laboratory. 1 mL of blood from
an acutely infected horse contains enough virus to infect one million horses.
There are two main forms of EIA, acute and chronic. When a horse is affected
with acute EIA, they develop severe signs and can die in 2-3 weeks. Some
horses that recover from the acute form develop the chronic form. Symptoms
of the chronic form include anemia, fever (105-108 degrees), petechial
hemorrhages of mucous membranes, depression, weight loss, and swelling of
the legs and chest. Most horses, however, are inapparent carriers and show
no symptoms. Contact your veterinarian if you have any questions.
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